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OK LORD'S DAT, 27 MARCH, 



ON THE ANNUAL FAST, 7 APRIL, 



XBceoxiT. 

V' ' I ■• '• > >- ' / ^C<Vw^ 

<* At beet miied neetw dnw Ihmt finMptwit i(nfer% 
** So men flora Fnendahip, wintmn and tkUxht, 
" Hearen giv«t ut flieods to bkitthe present tcene f 
<* Hemmet them, to prtpare utfor the neM.^^ 

TOUNO, Niglit U. 471. OMf DC S87< 
•MM.** When wat pnUie Tirtve to be fouBd* 
** Wliere printte wu not ? Can he lore the whole 
<* lYho lores no part ? He he a natian't frieni 
** Who is in truth the ftiend of no man there ? 
" Can lie be stroiaoiM in hit country 't eaute 
** Who digfau the charitie«,for whote dear ndn 
"ThatoMintryifataUBMiitbebehnred.** CO WPBE, *nMk, ▼. IDS. 
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NOT without strong rtkictance, does the writer yield up 
these discourses. The wishes of numbers, who are entitled 
to highest c o wi Mldra tiQw, hwt hemt mf^'mmmukntr, which 
he could «ot resist. Aw^smg maay expnestions of rc^^acd, too 
flattering to be repealeil, the ibllowing had decisive effect. 
*' In making this request, we think we are not actuated by 
my impivpcrpoiAofl^iMf fmhpwt^ g a— .thtyr -n|»gfa sense 
of the value and uiefulntu of these discourses, fiztremeljr 
desirous of preservii^ them in a more durable form than man- 
uscript I we wiih to have thiem in ovtrfam^kt, and to leave 
tliem i^ o^ Cml1.x^ttmM.** Soii}a fidepdc, ia idiose ju4gment 
confidence is reposed, have united in a similar opinion of their 
good tendency. Cordially reciprocating all the friendly sentiments 
of the address, and disposed to give to the Hsarbrs and their 
Families some memo|aa]^^^ow(yer, feeble, of his sincere 
jptiltude ; he has controlUd objections othecwis^ insupeta- 
hie : and consents to the mftltiplication of copies of what was 
GOnijpl^9(64^'ytiy rapidly, amid many pressing engagements ; 
and from tUter urant of kiwre^ cmoH reef t^rw tkwoui^ 0%- 
visij}^ Probably some will peroeiTit^ a few ^ght alteration]^ 
and several omissions. 
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THB FLEASURES, BENEFITS* AND OBUGATI0N8 

OF CBMmUX FBIBVDmP. 

* 



SKUTXBOKOVT Xllt. 0^ 

» 3%y FVIeml, trftidk U as tkine 0wn $oytf* 



X HE fev^tion, which God in bts ininil 
wisdom and grace haa bee» pleaatct ta be^ 
tttw «n Ua futianal oisprtfigy GOiiferm8> and 
sanctions aE tile deductions of sound retscMu 
it unfoMs mMj truths, which the human ua» 
derstaading ooold nol have diacevefed ; it 
presciftes mai^ duties which tim ne^er had, 
aikl never wouUl have taught. It has defined 
with certuntjr, what was doubtfiil r limited,, 
whitf was vague ; corrected, whai was mis* 
typing ; redtfcdy what was errooeous^ in tfae 
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schemes of human moralists. Supplyfog 
their innumerable defects, it purifies and re- 
fines them from the infirmity and cormptioii 
with which most or all were deeply tinctured* 
But it does not annul, what in them was ok^ 
ful and important ; it does not repeal, what- 
Was of real obligation ; it docs not condemn^ 
what was innocent or safe. 

These remarks may be applied, as Jar as 
admitted to be just, in vindication of frisnd** 
SHIP. This has been represented, as one of 
the " fictitious virtues, which have TeaBy no 
intrinsick merit in them, and are totally intom- 
patible with the genius and spirit of the chris- 
tian religion."* It cannot be unintere^ing 
or unusefbl to examine the justice <£ t}^ 
Seti^nce, preparatory to the main olsject of 
the prtesent discotn-se ; which is, lo fieit of 
fbe innocent pleasuties, the iint>QrtMt beittfitof 
and sacred obligations of trheMendsMt). Wit 
hate all probably formed its tender -attitehi 
feiehts ; most of us fondly dibtish thtm, ai 

i.;.I' ... ■ . f 

by Soame Jenyns, esq. — ^Works, Lond. tv6. rW6, rdi. fx^ pp. 

fine powers were unhappily exerted against the cause wnicfi 
the mher vromH defendy luis ntdtceiiliie •appMedoniJMMi 
of ikis virtiifi as a capital defect in the cofije if evoM^eiical ethich. 
«lacteFSfekVTT.93/«Cc. ..^HWT A 
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sXkuwei by doty, vA^ we feel, that tbcy {H'cn 
mote oi^r teppineis. . fii9t precious as is thi3 
sentimtm, dear as are the deligl]^ wt^hit 
fa»taws^ dosely entwiiied'as it iaafooiuioqr 
hMit%-]%t if ittbe afJmt whwh^mr hmpvenljf 
JfkUker haifknoi fd^iied^ it must bero0t€{iup* 
I£ IpAind to k)ter&re with alle^^ance to our 
Divine Redeemer, incorporated as it may be 
witb our inmost soul, it must be torn thence, 
wfaatev^ vbknce the effort may demand, 
ivhateyer ai^iah the sepp^tion may inflict* 
Go8% as the smmOi^ may prove, it must h^ 
ifiW mude, a^ oMsie wiUui^^tjf. Be it th^ 
ng^ ksmd? If in rebellion to Jesus, sni^ 
UBlmtrntitaf/ lih^ right .€^ ? If it 
FOfe m indi&roiae, or &ah in hostility tp 
VkiUif^^ itm$t {^ JLet tK> loire, alien ftiMH 
lim, l)riaheiiihed|.iio scfttwrifflf, d^M^nb 
«di4«f fii^% mdu^^ i no ai^tim^R^n|9^ 

. . Wimk m to be^imderstmd by; ih^^ Fajinn^ 
mbonm^ om.mm mtU ? Tb^ who un^do^ 
niahie fri»dship,j|t^mpt to justify jth^ oen- 
«»t9^ by CQpfoundingltivith^heexeeases, bgi 
|9M^«4riM»meAnefrii«Q«|Nm«»Ai>r MXcm^ 
•^•. Thi«cluigc^^.itoi,:fi5i^m4htjrias$c| 
leal and^iaqmraa^ ^ictiiei^iQMSI jn^ ^^mS^ 
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a[ieiitb^;tiiB with a beggki|r of Uic gtirtlaoiv 
Admii ihftt ii is *^^ natfaw and mmSxm^ mid- 
^ipfopriMes tiMit benevofence to a mgie «th 
jiect, mhidtkf is CMnmaiided to be mmmM 
0fcr ail ;" altow that *^ ullitmrn in panit% 
fiMioAs, and inlere^sare ka usual parents ;'' 
and who will withhold aaacnt Stem the infer^ 
ence, that it is ^^ miachievoiia aod criiiuiaidf 
wd ooMaaquentfy {brbiddcii by osr pore aad 
bolj rttigioa.'' But wm seUMrif praoeaT 
tieth against tlw pro mi s ea sEnd^he oaoohmoa* 
U Must be gnmted, imU^ tkwt )ak« eiwy 
good it may be, and ofttn i«» dMiisd ; fim/tf 
Itkefilial^and f!M)enial»aad ooii}iigaMiid:fwaii# 
Cd sdbctioo, il nmy be iod«lged lo 4 animiBal 
eaitieaae* As ^^ tte perwraiM ef the beat 
IhingB la moat pemoiQtts^^^ ila mceaa wBittf, 
tend to pnxiiioe some of die et jla aHegid f 
atill it is belfered md contoided that, in iiaal^ 
k ia umoceM ; in its efeota, beneicial ; aad. 
dm, whSeeooaonant to ihe nKHiae, wai4St and 
iMereato of mas, it is idnindttiilf »tpponed 
md sanctioned, if aot by dinct injtwictiona, 
y€t by nwrn c roiia - iaspttdt cowwfiriiiti>iii» 
aad die hi|^ieat examples, in the acr^>torea 
hcA of the Old and New 
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• Trf avoid the ihistake, which rt^ eloquent 
accuser appears to have comnlJtted, of giving 
a definition accommoda^d to his partietihtr 
vkw ; :i« is safest to recur to the ^a^idard 
i^thofities. They, who have no puvpdse to 
sobserVe, but Vrtiose only object ib to givein- 
formatitM of tfce tegitim^te and ^st^iKsbed 
m^arifng of words, ^K^t'ibe it^^^* The stMe* 
ohftn^dft united to^hetby mutml beneva- 
Ilmt^rilM^tiigllest degree <^ tiitliMi^;'^^ 
^^^'^e coflnMion wMilfaose whom- we ie^^ 
aUd'etnedlitaliove'iddfers'Mtio whom we im- 

U%Hlyan*<gtod^'WtlMlt »' "Fbe cleaving ol 
' ngmiom) 18 ^IM^ iiiiiMnaiitin oiv nnciKnM|p^^i' 



I lKitt5?7t>Md, "^Observations on' Man/^ &c.' 4to. L<^nd. 
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mA MUBtf dq>eiideiit in mfency, wHhootttie 
Oire of Ike best earthly fi4end, the little animtf 
iPcwM inevitabfy pemh. Fostered and nur- 
MmA hf OMlemal afbctioa and care ; guard* 
od ood i^ed by the partner, on whom de* 
WivM the joint sdicitiide and toil and hapjpi* 
Msaof edocatbn, die child k preserved. The 
body fldlrahceo m vigour, and is trained to 
iM^ko^f iahifary eicerclse and oseful fa^K^. 
The ■iiMi-'-4ie ediereal, immortid^part, is #• 
Mi«od-to a right eieMoti ef "lis noMe Aeut* 
Afl^leiiBH»eoiploy itovaNoapoeitiea; and 
Ikm is iwatoif^ tho iMbBeeliial Md' mord 
■Ml. TlMwm on the ptolectioti, and'hrip, 
Mdfceanl olNQMMliiomr at the oimwience* 
■Mit of Ais (irabatiQil, msAdoring iiacontln. 
wMe firids grait oecaaiaQ Ibr assistance from 
odiersb ^rmg incMoa nfa m s concur, with alT 
1l» estimates of duty and calcotatiMis 4f te* 
lerest, to lead us to form associations with 
ooeanodier. Wethusei^nd diepleasufeg 
and benefits, which Aow from the rebtiont 
of consanguinity. These vohmtery compacts 
are of various degrees dfdosenessand tender- 
ness ; and as varioif^ are the obHgalioni 
which they impose, the blessings diey confer. 
They art not to be allowed to ioterfeie with 
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mhx^fytff Mr wMi the li^^ dte^^^g9a» 
ml beiie?afei^. Nijr :---4^ tie ilFto be^ 
90 regiiMed ai to coc^rate w^^iis» nAkk 
b a8 empliaticilly m jus% teromly lAr r^fol 
km ^Ime* Whoi rigfally fiomed antf €Ofi- 
to>Ue4) they promotet tbey perfect one modK 
cr 1^ and, at ^ jsme ttoe, itrei^Stbm llie 
f^Mifife ^ uaiv^wl godd wUL Of tlie tk-r 
ti«{^ eyen in j| iMtar aod aoitHwer MM^ MdF 
i;i^ ascMRttrndiafffiif the^acMiifiaiiiliiM^P 
ll^ avfreed» ^^ lil^ ImM a coiMaoo bcmd-iiC 
4iliainc«.'^ Tte fMd chUd It prefparad ^o^bft 
a good alitcr iht braih«jr, aqd &iandi ao4 
n^lAKiw^iaQd iMC^>erof c^vitaMieiy ; aa4 
4^ to x^emh i^ right di^KOttivw to«iat4» 
i))c lafapk&mily oCdte CoflMum F4il«f--*4i^ 
vwdaonny aub|c»t itf the Um^^eraili 3iMnp» 
H^gfl. Tliefoct^ail^pibllck viiipH:&d^i^ 
deed gip^.iutturaUy A*cri^ doinesti^ fedkiy^* 
WMfailgs^ and improve ai%bt« Fkftelity i^ 
^hmily jitfaphnaieQt9» leads to Ae sape vtriw 
in fr^9|lly cowncacignii^ These iav^omt^ 
tbe affiM^iiQoSt.whu^ a good man will chmoi^ 
for the (^Hiummity to . wbicfa he hiekim^ \ 
aii4 tbey ^i j|Vepa|e iiNr.t a right fatimate of 
die ^t9$ ;oC mai^ljupd on bi% r^|;ard3* THe 
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1^ cherish «U ihie love of the pirts. Do jrdu 
lo(^&rj>u]?Uck'^pkU in the man who neglecKi 
private obligat^is ? Do you^find tbe 4iad son 
a.good qUiMi^the £Use fi iei^ a irue pttrkA 
Do tb^se whp fi^^sgo tl|ip sympi»dik«of killed 
ip4 fi4Qti4sh^i,.prwiei diwgh tbey {wstead^ 
tb^t thQT afF 0V^.^«8f^Pkn(4)iwi those, whiv 
lebtte .tb^jF ^v^/to kmrn^affgnfiUf wdujge 
and avpiir a sppGi4<4>«0% ^ ^tivs&mi, « 
. Na I frkfidjy aqd -aWOM attathiMMEaf a^ 
1*1^ ia#^ ngh^ SQ thf^f aidftJiPt iippcdey iiiq» 
^Iriens^e i^iWitieB. As^mwis di^iosiNl f^ 
^IMipeUed ^ haye j:f€io)irap.«:>|]|Q#e ^ ^of^ 
llMBt4tfidJbel|ii io t^ these hs hAs iiapeisatMe 
oatta* Siepad^ated from m^m^f \m camot be 
h^ppy^ hsM iKtf vuHuMis. If the at^hiied 
bding do BQt i^k iptot.the obibw^ of adU 
^l4iiie«a» iw faokle with mi^inthrqpy ; if he be 
DQt darlfiened with superstitioii, Jncx^ debased 
hy aeosuality ; atiU he may iK)t f idil ifi es» 
tent the^jp^eat pui{>osea 9f hia prohation. In* 
9^^ated from the converse and ihe .^aresof s^i 

• A i|^ia9i4enee waa iiftice4 a^ ^Mhmy^ ketwtim 

this and the lines which are used as a motto, from Cowper, 
tlMt lioOMlami Bm^timt^imovm bardii, t6 wh6m jua^ 
beloiM^> with the warmest admii'£^tK)B forfffniMS, anjl learninff^ 
«n^ imue; the highest' praise, tlli^ hfem *^no Ifte, whicb. 
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wn iriusitxMiBiP. 13 

&ffl lifei no one can be so us^U or discharge 
with such e&cty the requirements of Reason 
and Religion, as when acting and suflkring 
with his fellows^ in the various relations of 
kindred, friemfehip, aflfection, smd country. 

Tbi^ required by the ccHistitution and con- 
dition, agreeable to the feelings, honourable 
to the character of rational creatures as is 
fiaeiKlsliip ; let us amsertain the consent or 
iujunotiow of mrefation respecting k. 

It waftconceded, that this mig^ not be the 
wb^t of any positive commiuid of christkn* 
ity. B^t if this negative argument were s^ 
mitted as decisive, it might be fouikl to prow 
too mi^sh. Many other allowable »nd incum^^ 
b^ntaffi^oc^ might be included in as^ 
tence i^ rc^tion, which was predicated asiy 
on the omi^»3n of an absolute oiforcement 
of them. Peiiiaps the great law of self pres- 
eriratioii, would be found to rest chiefly, if not 
sftlely, on its oonnexion with the very exist* 
fince of society ; and on the exhortations to 
tempesance, Industry, and other personal vir* 
tuea, which operate to this effect, and involve 
U$ obligation. The former covenant una* 
cpiivocaljy authorizes and requires the affec* 
ticNTi under consideration. Being of a moral 

B 
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14 ON FttlKNDSHIF. 

nature, if not rescinded, nor positively censur. 
cd by our Lawgiver, is not the presumption 
strong, almost to certainty, that it is binding 
on us ? The question being chiefly in regard 
to our di8pensati<Hi, multiplied quotations will 
not be sought from that of the ancient church. 
The context most plainly conveys perm^sion 
and approbation of friendship* The xdose in- 
timacy to which some may be admitted, eveH' 
a union like that which subsists between soul 
and body, not pnly is not reproved as crimi- 
nal, but is named in connexion with the fra^ 
temal, and filial, and conjugal relations ; and 
the only caution is against the enticement to 
sin, which either might occasion. " If thy 
brother, or thy son, or thy daughter, or the 
wife of thy bosom, or thy friend, \t*ich is as 
thine own soul, entice thee, saying. Let us go 
after other gods — ^thou shalt not consent unto 
him, nor hearken unto him, neither shall thine 
eye pity him, neither shalt thou spare him, 
neither shalt thou conceal him.'* The natural 
and obvious inference is, that the love of 
fiiends is as justifiable, as of domestick con- 
nexions ; that its influence is as strong or 
stronger ; that the perversion of this. influence 
is as cautiously to be watched and resisted^ 
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ON J^RIENDSHir. 15 

Throughout the. historical books are inter- 
spersed allusions to the firmest and most de- 
voted friendships. Who does not remember 
the mutual attachment, thus exquisitely de- 
scribed ; " The soul of Jonathan wast nit with 
the soul of David ; and Jonathan loved him as 
his own souL Then Jonathan and David made 
a covenant, because he loved him as his own 
soul." What eye but has glistened at the 
plaintive elegy ; " They were lovely and 
pleasant in their Jives, and," O happy friendsl 
"in their death they were not divided." ** I 
am distressed for thee, my brother, very 
pleasant hast thou been unto me ; thy love to 
me was wonderful, passing the love of 
women.*' In the sacred poets and prophets 
are many direct precepts, or plain intimations, 
favourabte to such connexions. The wisest 
of men has this, among other siniilar exhorta- 
tions } ** Thine own friend and tliy feth- 
er^s friend, forsake not." He says, " A 
]?RiEND loveth at all timts ; and there is a 
PHiEND, Aat stick;cth closer than a brother.'* 
But one infinitely greater than Moses or Sol- 
omony is here ! Jesus Christ did not interdict 
his followers the enjoy nterils and bcnefiits t& 
friendship. Again and again he speaks, in 
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16 ON FBIENDSUIP. 

his parables, of those in this relation, without 
any express or implied censure of their spe- 
cial regard. To one whom he had liberated 
from the legion of unclean spirits^ he said, 
" Go home to thy friends, and tell them 
what great things the Lord hath done for 
ihee/' Why should this gracious considera- 
tion of the delight which would be experien- 
ced by others, from the recovery of this de- 
moniack, be limited to the circle of family ? 
Extend it, and it is illustrative of the conde- 
scending interest which the Saviour, in his 
human nature, felt in the joys of friendship. 
But, if a doubt exist on this head, it must be 
put to rest by his tender expression to the dis- 
ciples, respecting Lazarus; "Our friend 
sleepethJ^^ View him at the grave^ where the 
Jews seeing that he wept^ said^ behold how he 
xovEDAfm. Hear what the beloved dis- 
ciple says of his regard for the family of this 
fevoured friend : ** Jesus loved Martha, 
and her sister, and Lazarus.*' Above all, at- 
tend to his pathetick appeal respecting the pu- 
rity and degree of his benevolence for man- 
kind ; " Greater love hath no man than this, 
that a man lay down his life for his f r i e n d s ; " 
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ON FHiBNDfiHIF. ^7 

and dismiss the allegation, th^t his gospel 
gives no countenance to private friendship, 

. The second general head was, to treat of 
the pleasures, benefits, and obligations of tru^ 
friendship. Who doubts — who has not q?;- 
perienced — the satisfactions and advantages 
of this union of soul ? In the sunshine of 
prosperity, we look eagerly round for some 
kindred spirit^ to whom the bright aiid mellow 
colouring of the landscape may be pointed 
out. The heart, that beats high w|th hope, or 
is light with happiness, pants to impart of its 
joy to some other that h^r^nonizes with its 
sentiments.. Excitement to duty, as ,well as 
participation of delight, is found in friendly 
intercourse. Few considerations, subordinate 
to the highest and best motives,.de»ife for the 
favour of God,, and respect for bifr sovereign 
authority, are more influential in ej&citiipg andt 
maturing good dispositions and habits, than 
desires for the friendship of the wise and vir- 
tuous among our fellow iportals. Few n^tans^ 
are more producuve of right ^catiments^aDd 
good actions, than the example and approba^ 
tion of the excellent. As vice is praverbialfy 
cctfitagious, there ^ ^so to imporjtafit influeiice 
exercised by virtue. This is almost without 
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limitation^ when to the common claims of a 
good example is superadded the considera- 
tion, that this pattern is set, this model exhib- 
ited, by one whom we glory in esteeming, and 
whose esteem is essential to our enjoyment. 

When calamities threaten or oppress, how 
encouraging is the presence, how valuable 
. the support, of a friend,* By his kind assist- 
ance, perplexity is unravelled, doubt is reliev- 
ed, despondence is cheered. The well known 
acceots of sincere regard, proceeding from 
die souI» reach the soiih In the lassitude of 
confinement, during the wasting of disease, 
amid the anguish of decay, its gentle hand 
can calm tl^ throbbings of an aching head, 
and quiet the tumults of a bursting heart. 
While the bed of decline is made smooth 
aad soft, when prepared by its skill ; its kind 
offices " can minister to a mind diseased*' — 
its almo^ magick power strew some poppies 
over the piHow of distraction. Nothing be- 
side rrii^on can contribute to patience and 
seveaity, comparable to genuine friendship. 
And how tenfold pcrtent are the appeals to 
conscience, how irresistible the call to acek 
ufOo tbe Gpd of mercy, when berth blend in 

• « A faithful friend is the medicine ^ life ; and they that 
fetvr thf Lord shall find him." Ecclesiasticirs vi. 16. 
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^ counsels of wisdom* To the mourning, 
no solace but piety can compare with sympa- 
thy : combined, they may charm to peace the 
soul, that is wrung with the agony of bereave- 
ment. Their soothing consolations, or more 
soothing silent participation, can hush the 
rising sigh, repress the convulsive sob. The 
. tear, which they wipe away, falls with contin- 
ually decreasing bitterness. The gloom, 
which their presence relieves, is soon made 
. less obscure : a pleasing glimmering of hope 
breaks through Mit dark cloud ; and &ith 
ppurs its full effulgence through the vista that 
opens into eternity. 

Such are a few of the plainest and most 
palpable pleasures and comforts of true 
friendship. In order that it be in the highest 
degree instrumental to such vast benefits, 
and subserve these important purposes, it must 
. be founded on the basis of 'pety , cemented 
>by the principles of virtue. While cherish- 
. ed for the social delights it imparts, the fa- 
vourable influence it exerts, and the solace it 
furnishes ; never let it be forgotten that it in- 
volves momentous obligations. 

These would afford abundant materials for 
a long discourse. The qualifications of a 
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true friend, the qualities both of mind ami 
heart indispensable and desirable, in one who 
is to become as our own soul^ might here be 
advantageously considered. The caution re* 
quisite in commencing a connexion so inti- 
mate and so important ; the permanency 
tvhich should attach to it, when judiciously 
formed ; these and various other particulars 
of a sintftiir kind, must be waved ; and some- 
thing offered on the peculiar duties of friend- 
ship. The few hints that can alone be given 
may he included under the comprehensive 
requisitions of sincerity with fervour, and 
fidelity with tenderness. 

Sincerity is an essential principle of every 
virtue \ one of the eardinal points of a be- 
nevolent and pious character. In friendship 
it is vital. Here can be no compromise or 
accommodation with policy or cunning : 
without real unfeigned affection, it is nothing. 
The good will, which is satisfied with gene- 
ral wishes for the comfort or prosperity of 
those around us, has no claim to the sacred 
name of amity. The cold assurances of cer- 
emony, the empty forms of civility, are to be 
understood but as the currency of general in- 
tercourse. At the hollow pretensions of the 
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flatterer^ and the smooth subtlety of the sordid 
hypocrite, the heart sickens with disgust, re- 
volts with indignation • The true friend is 
es thine awn soul : his regard as ^incere^ his 
attachment as ardent, his solicitude as great, 
as that which each may and ought to cherish 
for self. How does, or rather how shoulc^ 
this instinctive affection operate in reference 
to the individual ; be that, as far as it can be 
applied, the standard of the love that b cher- 
ished for our other selves* They deserve not 
to be or to have friends, who do not with ea- 
ger and unwearied zeal strive to advance their 
intellectual, and moral, and religious character. 
Understanding is the grand prerogative of 
man ; and by the superiour degree in which 
it is cultivated is a man distinguished above 
his fellows. The bountiful Creator has con- 
ferred no gift either to be slothfuUy kid in the 
earthj or prodigally wasted in riot. Every 
talent is to be occupied ; evert/ portion of 
goods to be improved. He will demand an 
account of our stewardship. All are bound, 
according to their several advantages and ca- 
pacities to improve the faculties of the mind, 
as well as the powers of the body, and the af- 
fections of the heart. Their enlargement 
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conduces to the true dignity and pure felicity 
of an immortal nature. This elevation and 
enjoyment let us diligently seek for ourselves 
and our friends ; and for the attainment, joint 
efforts are in some respects more favourable 
than solitary toil. There is a glow in united 
inquiries^ which is most favourable to their 
easy pursuit and successful result. M iron 
sharpeneth iron^ so does a man the ingenuity 
as weU as the countenance of his friend. The 
communication of the progress gained, and 
purposes contetnphted ; of the difficulties en- 
countered or overcome ; of the discoveries 
made or expected ;^ these and mai^ other in- 
citements and facilities arise from co-operation* 
They furnish to friends motives for seeking, 
and advantages for securing, each other's im- 
provement in wisdom. 

Valuable however as is this mental culture, 
there is another, of far higher worth and more 
solemn obligation, the culture of the heart. 
All may not have the power or means to attain 
any eminent rank in the acquisitions of the 
understanding ; but in purity and expansion 
of the affections, in the amiable and gentle 
graces of a kind temper, and a generous sen- 
sibility, and an enlarged philanthropy, all 
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may and ought excel. To cherish these in 
our own souls, to promote and strengthen 
them in the souls of our friends, let no anxiety 
be thought too great, no desire too vehement,^ 
no exertions too severe. — On these, far more 
Uian on talents of learning, does the petma- 
nency of esteem as well as the tenderness of 
attachmefnt depend. These are the weightier 
matters ct Go it^s law^ compared with which 
science, literature, and arts, valuable and 
beautiful as they may be, are but the &ding 
flower, the perishing herb, ^* Whether 
there be ton cites, they shall cease ; whether 
there be knowledge, it shall vanish away; 
but CHARITY never faileth." Love to God 
and love to man are of eternal and intrinsick 
value ; learning, but as it subserves these, is 
worthless ; if it impede these, by the pride it 
often generates ; if it interfere with their ex- 
ercise, by transferring, as it sometimes does, 
the homage to the idol reason, it is far worse 
than useless. The growth of goodness then, 
let us seek and secure. This must be doncy 
and the other not left undone. 

The crowning mark, of sincere and fervent 
attachment among friends, remains to be con- 
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sdered^ Tbey arc to seek not only the jromo* 
ting of the intellectu^ and moral character of 
each other^ but their saving acquaintance wid;L 
true reli^on« On evangelical pkty only can 
a consistent morality be erected. The fear qf^ 
th£ IjMrd as it is the befginntngy so is it the 
consummation of genuine zt^iidbm and virtue. 
While we love to take sweet coum^ wi^i. 
those who are to us as our ownsouk ^* let us 
above all delight togo to the house, qfGoji in 
^mpanyt and to sit down together at the table 
of Christ. Be our most solicitous efforti, 
our most importunate prayer, that our friends^ 
l?e the friends of our Saviour, that " they be- 
lieve in Him to the saving of their souls,'' 
that " their faith work by love and overcome 
the world," Thus " walking in all the com- 
mandments and ordinances of the Lord blame- 
less, truly our fellowship will be with the 
Father and with his Son Jesus Christ." Thus 
we may indulge the hope, and hold fast the 
confidence^ and the rejoicing of the hop^ firm 
unto the end^ that death will not be the final 
severing of the ties which connect our aflSrc- 
tions and hearts as one. 

To the improvement, and, as far as is at- 
tainable, to the perfection of one another, in 
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all these respects^ the tender fidelity which 
was named, as another primary obligation of 
friendship, will prove a powerful auxiliary. 
All tfmt are in this tabernacle do groan being 
burdened with sin, and assailed by tempta- 
tion ; suffering under infirmity, prone to 
transgression. Until the reign of righteous- 
ness shall commence, one indispensable office 
of earthly friendship must be, to watch with 
faithful' care over those whom it embraces. 
Here, as before, the enquiry crowds on the 
mind : how should each frail mortal, with 
** this body of sin and death," ** keep the heart 
with all diligence ;'' " watch and pray not to 
fall into temptation" ? How should we ex- 
plore every recess of the soul, to detect re- 
maining corruptions, and scrutinize every 
thought and way, to ascertain the iniquities 
that still cleave to us ? So too should each 
with fidelity examine, with tenderness but 
justice reprove, the faults and sins of his other 
self. Thus mutually watching over one anoth- 
er, the cognizance of conscience, the vicege- 
rent of heaven, over the heart and life, is as it 
were doubled. Another judge of character 

is secured ; with the immense benefit erf a 
' c 
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decision from a tribunal not indocd i^m^ 
from any influence of affection, but not under 
so controlling a bias from self-love, as our 
own judgment. Mistakes in conduct, lor^ 
indulged^ become habitual ; errours in opin- 
ion, long cherished, become deep rooted. We 
discern them with greater difficulty, we can* 
vass them with more complacency, than 
would another. Here then is one most im^ 
portant service, one most kind office of th^ 
friend ; to point out with scrupulous exact- 
ness every foible that violates the decorum^ 
or lessens the usefulness, or impairs the digntr 
ty of a rational being ; still more to mark and 
reprot)ate whatever is a failure of duty, or 
verges towards guilt. They who thus probe us 
to the quick^ not to inflict suffering or displajf 
skill, but to convince and to heal, these are 
our benefactors indeed. " Faithful arc the 
wounds of a friend/* " Let the righteous sniit^ 
me, it shall be a kindness, and let him reprove 
me, it shall be an CKcellent oil, which shall 
pot break my head." 

If the subject now discussed, appear of 
less magnitude, than those on which it is usu- 
ally my effort to engage your attention ; stiU 
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k is hoped, that it will not be regarded as 
unuseful, especially to the younger part of 
those to whom it is addressed* Be exhorted 
to examine the views given, from time to 
time, of the great doctrines and the momen- 
tous duties of our holy religion, by the uner- 
ring or^arr/*?* of Go li. There too you are de- 
sired to look for the sublimest maxims^ and 
most captivating patterns, of all the social vir- 
tues. It is peculiarly congenial to your sus- 
ceptible age, to ponder on the precepts and 
examples which enforce and illustrate the 
nature and operation of friendship. To the 
gospel you are referred for information, what 
is its pure and spptless form. Of this, as of 
every possible excellence, JEsua ha^' given a 
perfect model. To remind you of What was 
before Mentioned, respecting the happy family 
at Bethany, might suffice to ju^ify this remark. 
But allow me to ask you particularly to notice 
the more explicit and more aflfecting illustra- 
tion he gave, in the prospect and under the 
suffin-ings of death. See the preeminently fa- 
voured disciple indulged with the sacred 
privilege of leaning on Jesus' bosom. Mark 
Mm, alone of the little fraternity, attending- 
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with the most blessed amo^m women %l the 
ibot of the cross, the witnesses of all its ag<Hiy. 
and of all its triumph. Listen to the touching 
expression of confidential ^ friendship which, 
the DIVINE SUFPJEREB gavc ^ ^t . oncc the 
most decisive evidence of his perfect self pos; 
session, and compassionate solicitude for oth- 
ers. " When Jesus saw his mother, and th? 
disciple standing by, whom he loved, he saith^ 
unto his mother, Behold thy son. Then s^ith 
he to the disciple, Behold thy mother, '' , Let^ 
the admirer of the truly sublime, in character^ 
or composition, relinquish the fruitless search 
after one parallel to this, in all the cpmpass of 
human history or literature. Let tb? enthu- 
siastick s|ud€^t of classick beauties, or.th^ vo- 
tary of scinsibility m^ke nop^tence,jJ^ti9^^|]L, 
the treasures of eloquence or poetry,pi;9d4}pfd, 
by human genius, is one passage of ^oi^g^^-,, 
ble simplicity and pathos. If the scriptures 
had not infinitely higher claims, th^y ^vquld 
be inestimable, as the tnost important apd au,- 
thentick historj% the most perfect models of 
beauty and sublimity in writing. Be intreat- 
ed then most diligently to study, and to make 
perfectly familiar, this blessed volume ; in 
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which is contained, all counsel^ and all wisdom^ 
and all excellence. 

Its truths are of divine authority, let us all, 
beloved in the Lord, sincerely believe them ;. 
its laws are just and benevolent, let us consci^ 
entiously obey them. It is in all respects 
adapted to our necessities, accommodated to 
our wants, promotive of our happiness. The 
aflfetition, now contemplated, is believed to ac- 
cord with its spirit, and to cooperate in its 
design, to make men happier, more virtuous, 
more pious, more conformed to the will of 
God, more instrumental to the happiness of. 
each other. If this be its tendency, we surely 
need not extinguish those strong desires, 
which are implanted within us; or resist those- 
considerations of utility, as well as of gratifi- 
cation, which impel to friendship. But these 
impulses and estimates are to be sanctified by 
the spirit 6f our reli^on, that their result, to- 
gether with afi our sentiments and actions,, 
be made subservient to this noblest cause.. 
To this let reference be had in the happiest 
intercourse of prosperity,^ by tracing up the 
streams of joy to the source of felicity ; as- 
cribingthe beauty, and fcrtiBty, and plenty, and 
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or enjoy, to the munifioefit ftulhor of all our.* 
blessioga. Let tymptiHif^ too, aim to lead ufi 
in the torrowa of Hfe to «(jrc the hftod of Mfiicgr^^ 
The atoraiy wind, or the bhating mildew, 
tfiat bya our hopes low ui the dust^yt^ Aw^ 
ward; as the smiling sunshine reflects &is light 
Let warm siooeriQr secure all praetioabl*. 
exertioas for advaming the imteUectmal, mondj 
and religious cfaaraeter of our valued fnends^ 
Thus, as well as by participation in joy and 
sorrow, h attacbn^Hit i^pengtheiied and eoliv^ 
tned. White then we deligbt to bdi«ve am) 
proebim the just deserts of those, whose pr9i$e 
is munck to our ears, in reftrence to * thf 
poMrers and attaiftmenls of their minds^ as well 
as the good dispositions and asiial^e.qualiti^ 
which they dbplay ; let us above all other 
things be glad when in tsuth we can claim the 
highest title for those we love, the reconciled 
friends, the obedient children of God. 

And, finally, let all be included in the arms 
of our love who hue the truth as it is in Jesus^ 
and who Ao/rf yo^f the blessed doctrines and 
liqpes (rf his gospel, timlking in newness of 
Jif/fe, and in new obedience. Let the bonds of 
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me L^rd^ cnefikhj me b^igm, be firoiigto 
connect lis as brethren ofame cmUmg in Ckriei 
Jetm. And let no minor deferences, in re* 
gard to the mysterioii9 doctrines of hk reli- 
gion, be attofved to tUenitte tiiose who are of 
one 6o(fy in the Lordj and each members one 
^ano^er* May the hee ofQod be abtnu 
dmifyehed cAreadmour hetHsie, by ^ Hokf 
6fh6i9f. liay a^fnoreaad moi^ teach and 
sanctify all the professed fofiowers of the 
meek and benevolenl Saviour; animate them 
\inih ^ spnrit of meekness, gauleness, and 
fove ; more atid more may they be enabkd 
end disposed to keep dteamtif of the Spirit 
in the bonds of peace ; and the God of kroe 
'and peace be tvithaU who love our Lord Jceui 
Christ in sincerity. 
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A HIGHLY valued chrisdan friend and brother 
has referred mr to Melmoflt*i Notoft oh C^cero't 
Essay on Friendthip, Hm* sofi^ eomments on 
tlie objections agsittsi tiKt mc«s : aod also t» 
a valoable Sermon on the subject, by Bishop 
Porteus. The former writer has been consulted, and 
is cordially recommended. [Bee N. LXIX. p. 432. 
8vo. cd. Lond. 1807.] The reader will find much to 
admire in the Essay ctf the grsai Romw orator and 
idiilosopher ; and especbUy war be led to acknowl- 
edge the blesMng of divine revelation, by observing 
the defects in the moral precepts of the most en- 
lightened heathens. Melmoth noticed a tract of the 
incomparable Jeremy Taylor, '<< The cftc« an* 
measures of Frie^dsMp.** Hiis truly great ©nd 
good Bish<4> needs bi|;t IP bs named, to eitcite tte 
most lively interest. 
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THE DUTY, FOUNDATION, A1W> EFFIUTTS OF THE 
U)VB OF COUNTRY. 

WATT AFtmmvtft Til j»mim> 

jaaaaxB. xxn. T. 

*^ Seek % PEdCE of the <%^ and fray unto fft# 
Xrortf /or i^ : /or in the feace, thereof 9haU ye have 
. peace** * , 

fJp temporal blessings. Peace is usually 
and justly classed among the chief. It is 
most favourable^ if not essentially requisite, 
to happiness, improvement, and virtue, in 
families, churches, and communities. Cor- 
rectly understood, it neither implies nor in- 
cludes submission to ignominious vassallage, 
nor acquiescence under oppressive wrongs, 
by ^ people. As applies to the highest in- 
terests and duties, those which are connected 
with the means and institutions of religion, it 
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is as ftir removed from the sluggish and nox- 
ious calm of lukewarmness and indifierence^ 
as from the storm of &natick passion, and the 
whirlwind of controversial rage. Indomestick 
connexions, it is not apathy nor insensibility, 
but mutual forbearance, and kindness, s^ 
love. " Behold how good and how pleasant 
it is for brethren to dwell together in %mitffJ*^ 
^ Better is a dry morsel; and quietness there- 
with, than a house full of sacrifices, with 
strife.''—" Is Christ divided V^ « We, being 
many, are one body in Chrbt.'^ ** Let the peace 
^God rule in your hearts ;'^ ^* speaking thi 
iruth in love ;'' ** endeavouting^ni keep die 
unity of the spirit in the bond of peace.** 
** The fruit of ri^teousness k sown in pe(U:e^ 
of them that make peace. '^^ In the sublime 
description of the Messiah's character^ by 
" the evangelical fn'OfAet," after a contrast ci 
the joy and peace of his government with the 
•* battle of the warriour, which is with a 
confused noise and garments rolled in blood i^ 
it is added, among otlier glorious titles and 
attributes, " hb name shall be called The 
Prince of Peace." 

It m^ suffice to have hiirted the graeral 
nature and effects of christian and social peace. 
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It suppose zeal and ^rvpur-wt foalifiey 
^4 saactifiie^ these by meekness and charity. 
Of publick peace, whi^h h chiefly intcndedfor 
jpresent conaderation, it is scarcely necpssaiy 
to ob^rve, that by a commfm and natursd 
llgure, this ipaportant part is ofl/sn used for thf 
.i^liole of the civil bte^ings^ which nations en* 
joy. In it^ literal sense» it is indeed one of 
^, chfikest gpods» winch heaven confers on 
men. In its more extensive signiiScation, it 
^mprebends a wgnlar and beneficial arrange- 
fn^nt ^ all Ihe various parts of apolitical sysh 
4«m ; their prpper coiwexion and doe bal- 
ance : proceeding in some humble degree oi 
4^se;nblapce to the<^der ai>d harmony, whicJfk 
jw^ behold with adinirii^and adoring aw^ io 
the universe of God« 

, To se^k His counsel and blessings in erd^ 
j^ the enjoyment of this most desirable coadi- 
tion for o^rselvesy our relatives^ friends, ^xn^- 
<:oui:ttry» is a bounden duty of all ; it is the 
delight^ of the ^ood and the pious. To refer 
to His approbation and direction, all the 
methods whick are devised and pursued for 
this and every valuable design, is the dictate 
of mtf^mt the impulse of se^isibility^ the law 
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of revdation. Ever to be praised and observ- 
ed, is the early practice of our excellent an- 
cestors^ ofwhom^ in all the great features of 
moral and religious character, *' the world 
was not worthy ;'^ to be gratefully acknowl- 
edged and devoutly imitated, is their excel- 
lent example, in this as in most respects, of 
consecrating a day, at the opening and closing 
year, to special offices of religious humiliation 
and thanksgiving. 

We have assembled to " pray unto the 
Lord, for the peace" of our beloved country ; 
to enquire by what methods we may hc^ to 
promote its re^l good ; ** that in its peace ^^ 
its safety and prosperity, " we may have 
peace .•'* " to seek of God a right way for us, 
and for our little ones, and for all our sub- 
stance ;" " to humble ourselves under his 
mighty hand ;" imj^oring his forgiveness, 
trusting in his goodness. From the text, thus 
understood, it seems natural to treat of the 
duty, grounds, and effects of real love of 
country. 

Patriotism, as well as friendship, has been 
proscribed, ** because it hot only falls short 
of, but directly counteracts, the'extensivc be- 
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nevxdcwp of om religion.'** If this be tr>je, 
my br^tbreq, we must indeed, however diffi- 
cult the task^ however painful the result, be- 
come " oiF no country, pitizens of the world.''* 
Though attachment to our native soil, and to 
pur associates in its privileges, trials, and ex- 
pectations, be the social passion next in 
strength to those of kindred, affection, and 
amity ; yet wherein it interferes with the feel- 
ings and duties, enjoined by our Divine Mas- 
ter, it is to be reduced into subordination td 
His paramount authority. If it will not or 
^cannot submit, and be indeed irreconcilably 
jSit enmity with his gospel, it must be aban- 
doned. If " father or mother,* sister or broth- 
er," or the nearer and dearer companion, for 
whom these are left, or the friend that is as 
cur own soulj may not be loved in any degree 
or way that defeats or opposes the claims of 
Jesus, on our supreme affection ; still less 
may remoter connexions, as neighbours, ac- 
quaintance, and fellow countrymen. 

The inquiry, then, as deeply concerns us, a^ 
it is in itself important, whether the scheme of 
these cosmopolitans be the mere paradox of 
specious eloquence, or a system of sober rea- 

♦ :fenyns' Internal Ylevr, p. 39. 
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son. Nor will it, I trust, be deemed unsuita- 
ble for discussion in this place, on this occa- 
sion. If, as is my full conviction, it be an 
incumbent obligation, to love our own country 
more than others ; it must be beneficial to re- 
vive our sense of duty, to animate our feelings 
of interest, on this, as on other portions of pi- 
ous and social virtue. Concerning this, as 
every requirement, we are liable on the one 
hand, to be forgetful or remiss ; on the other, 
to indulge foolish extravagance or criminal 
excess. If, without this generous excite- 
ment, man might become contracted by self 
love, or confine his regards and efforts witbtn 
the narrow bounds of home and kindred ; 
when this becomes a ruling passion, is allow- 
ed to engross the soul, and exercise uncontrol- 
led sway, it may stimulate to the wildest 
schemes, the wickedest enterprizes. Inflam- 
ed by the love of aggrandizement and wealth, 
it has armed multitudes for conquest or plun- 
der. It has goaded on unprincipled ambitioft 
to lay waste the world for dominion, or evea 
more hateful avarice to ravage it for spoiL 
A further motive for attending to this sub- 
ject, at this time, arises from the peculiar state 
and prospects of our country. * The calami- 
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tous condition, to which it is reduced ; the 
course of publick measures, which, under 
providence, has occasioned the aggravated 
evils under which it groans; the character, 
as respects talents, wisdom, and virtue of 
many of those men who govern the national 
coiincils, and are delegated to the most im- 
portant trusts ; the nature of those expcri- 
ments, on which they appear intent; the 
schemes, in which they persist, seemingly in- 
sensible, certainly regardless, of the wretched- 
ness which they have produced, and the ruin 
tliey threaten, and in despite rf the &ilure 
of their projects, both of active aggression and 
passive restriction : these, and innumerable 
other humiliating and distressing circumstan- 
ces in our recent history, as well as our fearftil 
apprehensions, and probable calculations, of 
ivhat is yet meditated against us ; all have a 
powerfiil tendency to break down the spirit 
of patriotism* When the bark, in which is 
deposited a nation's honour and treasure, is 
wafted by propitious gales, and rides trium- 
phant on a pro^rous sea, it is easy to avow, 
as it is natural to fefel delight that it is our's. 
— Wisdom guWes the hdm ; integrity and 
piety animate the commander, his advisers, 
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and assistants ; honour is indelibly inscribed 
on the banners ; valour nerves the arm, and 
union enlivens the heart, of the band of broth- 
ers, whom it bears in safety and to glory. 
Who does not glow with honest pride and 
generous satisfaction ; who is not elevated 
with religious gratitude, enjoying the privileg- 
es and blessings of such an allotment ? While 
confidence is justly reposed in the capacity 
^nd fidelity of legislators, and while magis- 
trates rule in the fear of God and for the good 
of man ; the cheerful aspect of contentment 
and comfort, the glad acclamations of prosper- 
ity and happiness, are the true heralds of a 
people's warm attachment, the certain pledges 
of their ready services, to their country, — But 
when the reverse of all this is experienced, the 
opposite effects are to be expected. Folly 
and iniquity are in high places. A series of 
complicated and mysterious operations are 
commenced and prosecuted, which have no 
discernible tendency to effect the great objects 
of external security and internal advantage.' 
Incapacity in many of the publick officers is 
apparent, and corruption in some, is deeply 
feared or firmly believed ; publick bui'dens 
ift-e accumulated, without any Ascertained or 
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easily conceived necessity, and even fbr pur- 
poses which by far the greater part of those, 
c^ whom the pressure acts most severely, re- 
gEird as unjustifiable and pernicious. In 
proportion to the rapacious demands, the won^ 
ted sources are closed, from which the meai^ 
of answering the exactions might be provid- 
ed ; $is the tale of bricks is multiplied, the 
supply of straw is withholden. Petitions for 
redress are contemned ; remonstrances against 
oppression are denounced as ^' moral treasoru*^ 
Patience tong bears and hopes ; but is at 
la^t exhausted : the appeal is made to heaven^ 
-—but I forbear^ Why pursue the painful 
detail ? Would that its tiiits were borrowed 
from fiction or fancy I 

It is not the purpose to arouse indignation,. 
ag^iQSt the authors of our calamities, but to 
revive the feelings, we should still cherish, 
and the duties, we ever owe to our common 
country. It, is enough to have hinted that 
no disappointment of our hopjes^respcating it& 
honour and rectitude ; no misfortunes, ot er- 
rours, qit sufiering^, into which it falls ; no de- 
pnvatAons or injuries,.to. which we are subject- 
ed in connexion with it^ can wholly absolve 
us from its claims^ The failure^ on one part^. 
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in fulfilling a positive moral obligation, can- 
not justify, if it may palliate, neglect on the 
other. The unkind, the improvident, the 
cruel, the abandoned parent may not be de- 
serted, in the hour of need, by those, whom 
God and nature have bound by filial ties. A 
good child will mourn and grieve over the 
aberrations of one. Who should be a guide and 
a pattern. All the strong ligaments, by whidi 
gratitude and affection would fasten such a 
one to a father and mother, that proved indeed 
the friends and helpers they ou^t to be to 
their offspring, will not, cannot exist ; wh^n, 
instead of carefulness is manifested indiffer- 
ence, instead of aid and counsel in the course 
of wisdom and virtue, is experienced neglect, 
or even a corrupt example, if not the instillkig 
of bad principles. In a word, where the in- 
numerable solicitudes and services, which 
should be felt and rendered, are not cherished 
nor given ; but, on the contrary, the charge, 
which instinct impels, and providence has 
guided, all animals to fulfil, is disregarded, aikt 
the motives of reason, the commands ctf reve- 
lation, which enforce on man the {^rental du- 
ties, are slighted ; it may not be Uiat the same 
respect, and reverence, and esteem, as welt as 
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fond affection shall be cherished, as when 
judgment approves and sanctions, what the 
heart spontaneously indulges* The parallel, 
is believed, exactly to apply to the sentiments 
and evidences of patriotism. In reference to 
strangers, individuals or countries, we select 
for favourites those that are deserving. Es- 
teem is entertained, attachment glows, for 
those who are found worthy, and are disposed 
to enter into, the sacred endearments of friend- 
ship. Such as attract us, by amiable and ex- ' 
eellent qualities, who pay us kind attentions, 
who render us important benefits, we love with 
special fervour and sincerity, distinct from, 
and no way interfering but rather cooperating 
with, the benevolence that is due to mankind. 
So of communities, other than our own, we 
admire, the cultivators and promoters of wis- 
dom and the arts ; the virtuous, and gene- 
rous, and brave ; the intelligent and sober ad- 
vocates of sound morals and piety. We re- 
spect the magnanimous defenders of the 
rights, and liberties, and social order of the 
workl, against that colossal power, Praised be 
the Almighty, for the hopeful prospect that it 
yaJA, soon be crppibled to pieces ! which has 
for years armed its mjTiads for universal pil- 
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kge and conquest. We venerate " the nation, 
which for many generations has been the bul- 
wark of the Religion we profess ;"* the de- 
fence,under the great "Head of the Church," of 
protestant reformed Christianity ; the instru- 
ment in His hand of diffusing the Sacred 
Scriptures through the remotest regions of the 
earth, and transfusing them into the various. 
Ijinguages, in which man expresses his wants 
and gratitude. We love those persons, and 
"societies, who merit our love. From our 
parents and our countiy it may not be with-, 
holdei), althougji it be not entirely deserved. 
Filial and patriotick duties are a pleasure, 
when their object is- truly worthy of unhesita- 
ting confidence, unqualified love. Bat they 
may not be refused, when the case is other- 
wise. ** This is thankworthy, if a man, for 
conscience toward God, endure grief, suffer* 
ing wrongfully." As ^legiance, without any . 
doubt, IS unalienable ; so is it an irreversible, 
law of nature, that man in a social staf e must 
retain andrdisplay an interest in that'connexion 
with his country, which be cannot dissolve.. 
He may not shut up his ^nsibilities,^ nor re-, 

' •Vifl Ezc^etieyCAxas STBonVtia hit moift xdiniraMe Prec^ 
Umaliom fat a Fiwt, 23 July 1SX%— on »ctou»fc of this ^pnfik^d 
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press his compassion, nor refuse all service ; 
even though the course of conduct be sucb» as 
his judgment and conscience must condemn.* 
To the positive, are superadded many mo- 
ral considerations, which enforce the love of 
country. This may indeed be contemplated 
as but an extension of the great principle of 
love of kindred ; and all, which might be urg- 
ed in justification and enforcement of domes- 
tick affections, would apply to patriotism, 
though, it is acknowledged, in a degree some* 
what diminished. It is not so absolutely 
necessary, as are filial, fraternal, conjugal, and 

* The 'obdigation now consi^nsd, and tt^e tendency of $a 
unjust system of policy to weaken its force, cannot be better 
expressed ttMin in the orteul&r i;voi{d» of the first and favourite 
orf^tor of New-England. On whattopick, indeed^ of civil wis- 
dom are not tlie most eloquent, and, what is far Iiigher praise, 
the most sound, and J\t^t| and virtuous maxims to be found ia 
the works of that enhghtened and upright statesman, sincere 
and pure patriot, exemplary man and.christian. When the 
threatehine prospect of a breach of publick faith drew him, 
from the (Camber of dlsejise, t6 his seat amoiig^ the nationsi 
representatives, he raised his voice, thanks to an oVeiTuling 
pyotidence, not then without effect ;. and gave, as it seemed, a 
4y)ng testimony agianst our na^oa^f violating- its good faith. 
" It would not merely demoralize mankind ; it tends to dis- 
<« solve that mysterious tharm which attracts individuals to 
"the nation, and to inspire in its' stead a repulsive sense of 
" shame and disgust. Every good citizen makes^ his coun* 
" try's honour his Qwn, and cherishes it not only as precious, 
•* but as sacred. In a oouafry odious in the eyes of strangers 
*'and dishonoured in his own, he would blush for his 
"fmtriotS^m if h« i^tahi^d Miy.* He wvuld be a bankbed 
'* mm kn his native kMd." 

Works of Fisher Ambs. p. 82, 3- Speech on Brit, treaty* 
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parental regards ; but the various arguments 
from reason, by which these are supported,, 
the precepts of experience, which concur in 
enjoining them, with all the laws of revelation, 
by which tliey are sanctioned, may fairly be 
extended to involve this larger a&ction, 
Most of what was said, in a late discourse, in 
behalf of friendship, as necessary for the aid of 
our weakness, and valuable for the enlarge- 
ment qf our means and motives to usefiilnei^^, 
is strictly applicable to the present subject. 
This discussion is not merely related closely 
to that, but is intended as a continuation of it, 
in defending these allowabte and incumbent 
afections. Of the two, if the distinction can 
easily be nmde, patriotism is the more oblig- 
atory ; for it is invokmtary and unavoidable. 
He, who cherishes not the other, is not so hap- 
ipy nor so tisefUl, tis he would be in its exercise ; 
he, who never imbibed or has renounced this, 
denies an imperative obligation, and thus vio- 
ktes one of iht perfect rights of others. 

To the land of our nativity we owe a debt» 
for the protection afforded before we were 
conscious of the boon. If, in the organizaticm 
of most forms, of artifiqial sodetjc, children 
are not regarded as directly objects of publick 
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atssistancc and provision ; yet, in fact, tftc ctvH 
institutions, under which any one is bom, are 
the guarantee of all the comfort and quiet of 
domestick life. Vain were the effort of the 
immediate superintendent of childhood, if 
publick law gave no security for publick or- 
der. This is indeed the high and the strong 
fence, which shelters,while it encloses, the nur- 
sery of future citizens ; and which they are 
bound to maintain and fortify, to repair and 
embellish, that it may continue to subserve 
its essential and beneficent purposes. 

This first obligation becomes more tender 
and impressive, by the infinite attractions of 
rtie associations of early years. What eye 
but glistens with delight^ as it tests on the 
scene of infantile sports, and juvenile exploits^ 
and discipline, and study ? Who but hiA 
in gladness hailed with the poet, the places^ 

•* Wheiw once his careless childhood strayed, 
A stmngepyet to paki.** ' 

The heart beats quick as memory calls up 
its first yearnings after a friend ; and the first 
pure aspirations of a tenderer sentiment ; — 
or it sinks at the revived impression, that the 
objects of fondest regard, of most endeared 



Digitized 



by Google 



*• ON PATRIOTISM. 

attachment, there once acted and enjoyed. 
This incidental allusion leads to the hold, 
which a country has on the hearts of its virtu- 
ous inhabitants, because it is the place of tht 
sepulchres of their ancestors. The patriarchs 
Jacob and Joseph, when dying, ** gave com- 
mandment concerning their bones" : " Hnry 
us not in Egypt ; we will lie with onrjhtk^ 
ers.^^ — How do wc sympathize in the strong 
emotions of the venerable Barzillai, who stt 
Ae age of fourscore could not be induced, by 
royal entreaty, to go up to the comforts, and 
.conveniences, and delights of Jerusalem :*-^ 
^^ Let thy servant, I pray thee, turn back agaia 
that I may die in my awn city ; and be buri- 
ed by the gmve of my father and my mtither.^^ 
The doat, which was once animated w.ith the 
^teUigence, by which we were instructed* 
and with the good aflfectionsy by which we 
were embraced, has inexpressible value. We 
cannot, if we would, we may not, if we cou^, 
eradicate this powerful sentiment. The 
shades of the departed seem to rise from the 
cemetery, and hover round the regidn, whose 
forests yielded to their toil, and became bloomr 
ing gardens and fruitful fields ; whose cities 
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9ose by their ^ill^ and were made honourable 
and happy by their prospective wisdom in 
fquoding institutions tor education and piety ; 
j/ihpae valour defended, whose counsels guid* 
edf whose virtues hooouredy whose faith bles^ 
fed^ the plaoe&in which, while their memories 
live, their bones mmilder to dust* 

We aic bnmght to consider the civil and 
«a<^^ establishments of a country, with dieir 
infivenees in forming character and promo* 
ting happbess, i^ grounds of patriotism. The 
means and opportunities of instrucdon it fur- 
abbes ; the laws, by which it secures the 
persons and possessioiis of each, and leagues 
all t<q;etherfor muti^l defence and help ; the 
prindples, manners, and habits, which coop- 
OTsde with the institutions of civil polity, to 
pres^re the publick onkr and advance tl^ 
common weal ; these, and all ii4rich goes to 
encourage mid protect individual enterprize 
and industry, and to constitute general securi- 
ty and prosperity ; to promote virtue, integri- 
tty, and happiness, and render a nation respec- 
table and respected : these are the considera* 
tions, which, if they do not origii^te, streiigdi* 
en, and justify, and ocmfirm, a genuine patri- 
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ot> attachment to Jm cau»trjr.. .Iti3 i)»tm 
nitich thatt its air bfeathes the mild fbgrancjp 
of the tropick§,or the salubrkws tempf^artuKof 
the middle zones, .or that it hracea the tpfriu^ 
and strength with the air of its mountains i 
not that its valli^s ec^ with mwc i^umercpii 
herds, or that its luUts are whii^ with ridm 
ft^CPes, or that its fisir^ present a moreabiw^ 
^aitt hai^vest ; ^^t iu. cities lase ii^ gr^ateff 
^j^ndour,.or exiead to a larger, ctreuni^^- 
$»qe, and inohide more mimerous^d^Un 
ept. ;^nbabitante^ thap moyt or all other^it 
The^ and va^tous p^r t^onftttveats of 
grandeur and v^th, aUhougb wlieQ combing 
ed wiljb moral and political considciaisoas 
they aprve to, give vigour s»id ^raergjr to the 
fieelings of patriotisia, y<et do j^ in a^ pro^ 
portiomte degree excite or nurture it, as the 
&e^4wf^ suid protection, which; ate seared by 
Its iCpitstitutions. and administraUcm. of goi^ 
enunent ; its frame (d just and oquitablf 
pr^vjui^fw defenoe and quiet,;. its eouttte^ 
panoe zf^d encouragement q( industry, in aJU 
^ methods which, to a well ordered com>* 
U^onwej^h,.enterprizc, when unrestrained, wi|i 
4i»Wjer.and.pursiie ; iJjove all, its cherish- 
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ihg the purcrt and hoWest sentiments of vir- 
tue^ aiui righteousness. When a country is 
^vdmed in uprightness, and with enlighten- 
td and hcmourabie regard to the real honour 
tnd* weH&fe dFthe whole community : when 
ifte rrifers are ^* ministers of God for good/* 
ind die'" ruled- are subject with a conscien- 
tious ftdfng of duty and interest, not mefeljr 
ttotn fear or Jbr wrath /-^Wheii the seat of 
justice ti clean audits sword bright — a terror 
chit/ to evU doers J the defence of right ; when 
the influence of a discreet and pious educa- 
fibn^ is to be traced through all the depart- 
ments of a community — in the general inform 
fnation,'and rectitude, and sobriety of the peo^ 
pic : 'when the temples 6f Jehovah are the re- 
sort of devout multitudes, who in rationdl and 
fervent homage acknowledge their depend- 
ence and obligations ; then is the transport of 
patriotick attachment most elevated, and best 
fotmd^d. 

^'Such is a very rapid view of the nature and 
^foundation of love of country. Ff, as of 
fiiendship, it must be allowed, that it have no 
positive and direct enforcement from the 
scriptures, yet it is believed to be abundantljr 
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amliopittd bf tbtir gaoeivl spirit; mA bf nii- 
M<cadai3)cin£areiices from mimerodri^siieQiftdt 
pfccepts, hifregHBd'to mordisidsockl'^tyt 
It might be obfeeted to my quotttiohs Stoin 
^kt constitution ofi the kfogdom of'Iitraclf that 
^ey had a cmifincd) locd^ ^iml temporary 
meatiing and force. No stress* therefore wHt 
be laid on the many exhortations and 6om* 
mands, which refo- to tftepoweft and dutifes^trf 
*e|iid!gC8 and kings under the Ihfe theberkfcy* 
But it is pleaded that magistracy is from Ood^ 
and consequently that the social compact is td 
be viewed as a p^rt of his discip&m, from 
thdse w<Hds of the wise tnan ; *' By me kkigi 
»cign, and princes decree justice ; by me prin-' 
ces rule, and nobles, even all the judges ol* tht 
earth." " The Arone is established by righ* 
teousness." ** When the righteous are in 
audiority, the people rejoice ; but when the 
wicked beareth rule, the people mcmrii.'* 
Again and again does the pious Psalmist pqui^ 
out the fervour of pious and patriotick supf^ 
cations and wishes, — " Oh visit me wth thy 
salvation, that I may see the good of thy chos^ 
en, that I may rejoice in the gladness of thy 
nation, that I may glory in thine interitancc.** 
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'<Piiiy£{irthoptaorcfilens»iem: they^lMI 
fNftper that lem thte." ^ If { forget thM^ 
Q*lenis«kai, let tny ri^t hand ibi^t her ovor 
tang. If I do not remember thee, let mjr 
toAgue ckave to the roof of my mouth» if tpre*^ 
fiar not Jerusalem above my chief joy.** But it 
u^ere easy to multiply similar thouf^its, to $i^ 
most iny extent^ from the old testament. In 
%he new^ of many, a very few mu^ soiSce. 
** He loved our nation,*' is recorded as as 
honourable trait, in the character of a wortlqr 
centurion. — ** Render to Caesar the things 
tiiat be Caesar's," is the counsel and command 
of him, who himself, " when he beheld the 
devoted city, wept over it, saying, If thou 
hadst known, even thou at least in this thy 
day, the things which belong unto thy peace P^ 
It is foil time to advert to some of the most 
important effects, or the best evidences, of pat- 
riotism. Let no one suppose that this is a> 
virtue, only to be displayed by a few of the 
tpaster minds among men y that it needs 
great powers and great occasions for its dis- 
play ; that it is only or chiefly to be exhibit* 
ed on a great theatre, and by the actors of the 
principal parts in the drama of huipan afiairs ;; 
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ri»t the gresi bulk ^ ^ imrldv«re.biil tc^lift. 
icn to its €xprcs^M, ^^ tbe $pecwom of 
its opemtmuk F^r otfatnme ! It iu m 
ftecefouyfi^rthehymUcscastbefaig^iest; fw 
tbe private w tbe pubfick station. Its duties, 
and tbe benefits it Sfeeuces, aie to be par£Qn»[. 
edaad soug^ as well by the subject as the 
sovereign, by the peasant as the prince. Un^ 
kss, indeed, it be generally diffused and operar 
tive^ vain in a great degiee wiU be the excD- 
tiims, to which it m^ stimulate a Stw gene- 
rous spirks. For a community, long to retain 
Kberty or enjoy prosperity, the body must be 
sound 2lv4 healthful ; and every limb and 
member perfwm its regular and appropriate 
offices. In a sober and industrious pur^iit 
of our respective callings, in cultivating the 
useful arts,, in endeavouring to pfomote 
knowledge, in countenanckig and encouraging 
the means of virtue and piety, in rtie upright 
and unbiassed exercise of the rig|^ of suf- 
frage; ill these, among other ways^ may and 
ought each one to prove, that he " seeks tbe 
peace of the nation, while he prays to Ood for 
it." 

Publick prosperity and happiness » the ag- 
gregate of personal^ sookl 4)f imUvjdoal. 
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iimiifeikmi the i^phcr# ia wbidi hi& lot is m- 
«viged^by the course of providootial t^ycnta^ 
imb() ^serts Iw utmost powers and inliim^e to 
imarcaae the stock of national wodth, and eo- 
fom&yby honesty sod puii^, contributiM a 
fall :sluire to the national boooor and cbarac- 
aer : jsocb mi one ahaU be owned and valued as 
a true jntriot, when negfeet and contempt are 
ibft deso'Y^ pcMrtbnoC the noiay demagogue 
whc^ negioctii^ hm appropriate duties, is eager 
to instruct others in their rights, or enlorce 
Ih^ allegiance ; ^bo».hifl;i9df the slave of hia 
jatere^i op.pas^onsi professes to be ever 
jnrateh&ti: for the Ub<^Ptias c^ Uiose, who am 
ccMttented under a |pod goi^rnnient ; or 4s 
nady to comp0^ h^ omi hmd t^ makeprose-^ 
^^^. to corruption, under tynmny i and would 
spy oufc and e;«4K>ae evef y oae, that cfpuches 
not in »leaice under ^ de^H>t's rule. 

Litenlur^ aad scie^jpe, 4^ necessary, the 
.oniamentalt.aBd useful arts, raise nations in 
ithe a^k of glory* Thf se each should stfk 
!t0 advanioe. Tbo$e who are gifted . with in- 
genuity, who have a taste feu* improvement, 
and poiaess the laeans, by apply ^g t]:»em to real 
jitilUy or innpcff^ekgance ; auch as m^ Mvt 
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tiiemsdves cfxcel, by coiib*ibittin^ to a|)pmve 
and reward meritorious cxartions i thus re- 
spectively Jttiswer the daims of a country on 
its children. To patronize genius, endoti^ 
schobls, and higl^r seminaries for diead^ 
vancetnent erf* knowledge, human aM dli^liW; 
is ako one most probable means, by the bles- 
sing of heaven, to secuFC an enlightened, and 
virtuous, and pious succession of woi^ie^, to 
fill the important departments in church and 
state. Having such, all who truly love their 
country will seek that they be employed for 
the good of society, in places of trust and au- 
thority. Party busies itsfelf in advancing i« 
fevourites to office : trflen Aose who have been, 
its flatterers, or will ^ be its tools. Well 
principled patriotism dkects its eyes, and 
gives its voice, for thfe *^ faitfrful of the land" tti 
serve it — for men " fearing God, hirting cov- 
etousness,'^ who ** love the tru A and pcace/^ 
It lends all its inBuence to the support of the 
upright pdfey \rtiich wisdom projects aiid 
integrity cxe<mtes : is candid and temperate 
in canvassing the claims of men and meas^ 
«res : but is resolute in defence of its rights. 
^Wilmg to futtl the obligatiMs, it femembem 
^privileges wbieh bdoiig t^ w^lTal and ^«fi^ 
cial beings ; and views the tsune surrender of 



Digitized 



by Google 



OH PATmiOTIUf* Sf 

tbe charkTPd frte^om wbcretvidi ^^ the. God 

of the<fij3irits of all flcsb^' Imth made bis rati<m- 
^ 0&pr¥igJ?'<?r«~-si6 Blgmtitiide to bU beav* 
cply,^vpreig% und treftfherjr to bb fellow 
subjeo^ M^v all, Pkty i« tbe crowoiiig ev* 
id(»^<ie^ at of ^cry great and good quality and 
piinqipki so of that >vbich has now vtry im- 
B^icfec^yi ,but with tbe hope and wiab of util-- 
i{jr, b^^n e;)^hibited* . Witb thU comnoenosdy 
witb tb)« clQse^th^^Wcussion,— -^Pray to God 
f^r ypw.^soOi^ry : ^r its p^^ce and ffeedgm^ 
f9^:it|s iinprpyj^in^nt spd bonourt for its virtue 
aivl reUgioo*— ^e i^rf;, as reacts your per« 
s^nal and.coUjectivfi ini^erests, tbat thpse euter* 
^m& aqid purpo^ee^ . wbich yw cannot con* 
spi^ntioufly oommit.to the divine care^ and 
i^x which you cannot venture to hope, and 
dareo^t iqoplore tbe divine approbation and 
favjour, will not prosper. Are we not irrc» 
sistibly cqp^pelled to distrujyt notehiefly the poU 
ic^fbut.t))fi justice of that course of nieasuresy 
q^u^hvph weli^ow maiqr of tbcmost sincere and 
fer^ept vt^ri^ippers of Jehovah do not, cannot 
iltfi^ccede. iot, bis bencdicticHi. It has not 
b^y. and is .not my purpose to obtrude the 
qm)nii^Aii,of yiMY&i and.Mins», irritatii^ oi; 
vaiiQdiPSIt«iy8PPd|»i]id*^BMisitapt% 
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ract, too plain to be concealed, why then need 
any hesitation be felt in declaring, that io the 
contest in which for near two years our once 
happy country has been involved, by far the 
greater portion of suppliants, in publick and 
secret, have not been emboldened with trust to 
implore the smiles of the Lord of hosts, the 
God of armies ? Is it weak superstition to 
believe that not only, nor chiefly, havje the 
successive disgraces and losses, that have at- 
tended its great enterprizes, arisen from the 
imbeciKty or disunion of its managers ; — but 
that it was of equivocal or unjust character ? 
True it is, that accounts are occasionally cir« 
Culated of meetiijgs to approve of the princi- 
fie, and apologize for the management of this, 
then termed, ** necessary and lawful wan'' 
But such spectacles, all know, are as falla- 
cious demonstrations of the real sentiments of 
Inany who take a part in them ; as they^ are 
prepared with ease by the maiiagers. The 
real merits of the controversy, if indeed theiie 
can be a question on this point, is rested wil- 
fingly^hcre. Is this war, and arc jits authors, 
abettors, and conductors, commended with 
unwavering reliance on its innocence and rcc* 
titude, to the throne o/^racef Do we from 
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the l^art feel filial confidence to ask of th^ 
Almighty for its success, in laying waste a 
neighbouring territory ; and scattering fire 
ind the sword among those, who have before 
lived and loved as brethren ? From what 
number of the churches of Jehovah does the 
weekly sacrifice ascend^eighted with petitions 
or thanks for victory ? In what number of 
domestick tcmpfcs does the daily offering arise, 
from the fireside altar, or the closet, accom- 
panied by a devout conviction that we con- 
tend for self-defence, or with perfect justice, 
for substantial rights ? 

I have done. Gracious God, pardon and 
save us ! ** Help, Lord I for vain fe the help 
of man !" Remember for us thy forriier loving 
kindness ; dispose all hearts rightly to receive 
thy favours. Impress us deeply with a sense 
of thy soverdgnty, and our dependence ! — 
Humble and reclaim us, by what we are call- 
ed to suffer;— and mak^ us me^t for the 
mercies we implore. Let us yet rejoice aj^ in 
timers past, and be glad in thy help and deliv- ' 
cirance ! ' CMi, that he would hear and grant 
our petiticm " forlhe peace of our nation — 
iThat in its peace we may have peace." 

AMBN. 
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HYMN* 



1 Oum Fathers* God ! to Thee we bow \ 
With pnd8« and prayer approach thy throne : 
Our trust and penitence avow, 
And in thy frowns thy justice own ! 

9 Thee our Fortfathtm chose their guide^ 
By &ith in Thbb, forsook their home ; 
Through ocean's waste^ on Thee relied) 
For Thee, explored the desert's gloom. 

3 To Thee they looked in want or fear, 
Thy word obeyed, thy grace implored : 
Trou wast a friend and helper near, 
Their sure Protector, guardian Lord. 

4 Oh ! to their children e'er extend, 
Thy light to guide, thy power to save : 
To Thee our country we commend ; 
For pardon plead, deliverance crave I 

5 Our fieace restore, our /i*eedom guard ; 
Our Father*9 Land with blessings crown : 
Let the whole earth receive thy word ; 
And every people own thy Som I 
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